[Acute angle-closure glaucoma after total hip replacement surgery].
Acute angle-closure glaucoma is a rare complication of surgery. We experienced a case of postoperative acute glaucoma after total hip replacement under general anesthesia. A 49-year-old female without signs or symptoms of glaucoma was premedicated with the intramuscular administration of secobarbital, atropine and ranitidine. Following rapid induction with thiopental and vecuronium, anesthesia was maintained with N2O-O2-sevoflurane. PGE1 was administered intravenously for induced hypotension during the surgery. Hemorrhagic shock with a systolic blood pressure of 60 mmHg continued for 15 min during the surgery. Large amounts of fluid and ephedrine were required for treating this hypotensive episode. Vecuronium was reversed by bolus injection of neostigmine and atropine at the end of surgery. Soon after recovery from anesthesia, she complained of pain and blurred vision in her both eyes. The consulting ophthalmologist made a diagnosis of acute glaucoma due to high intraocular pressure (IOP). Treatment with glycerol and pilocarpine had no effect on the elevated IOP. The laser iridotomy performed on her at 5th and 7th post-operative days improved her vision completely. The post-operative glaucoma may cause serious permanent loss of vision. An early diagnosis of this post-operative complication and its treatment with drugs and surgery should be emphasized.